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Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn Lot 291

Joseph and Potiphar's Wife

Low estimate : EUR 10,000.00
High estimate : EUR 15,000.00
Buyers premium incl. VAT : 27 %



Artist
Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn

Additional description
Etching on laid paper. (1634). 9.6 x 11.9 cm (sheet).

Period
(1606 Leiden - Amsterdam 1669)

Technique
Druckgrafik

Provenance
Pierre Mariette (1634-1716), Paris, with the handwritten collector's note,
dated '1661' in brown ink.

An extremely fine, early lifetime impression with the shadows rich and black
and with touches of burr on Joseph's throat, on the wife's face and beneath
her belly. With narrow margins. Rembrandt’s etching presents a dramatic
portrayal of the moment when Potiphar’s wife seizes the fleeing Joseph. It
has been described as unparalleled in its erotic candour, depicting Joseph as
he turns his gaze away from the boldly exposed lower body of his master's
wife. Of the approximately 300 etchings Rembrandt produced, Joseph and
Potiphar’s Wife is one of only four or five that can be considered erotic in
nature. Such prints were rare during the artist’s lifetime. — On the reverse a
tiny brown spot, otherwise in very good condition. Very rare in this early
state!



