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Resting ducks
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Artist
Alexander Koester

Additional description
Ol auf Leinwand (doubliert). 66 x 104 cm. Signiert unten rechts. Gerahmt.

Period
(1864 Bergneustadt - Miinchen 1932)

Technique
Gemalde

Provenance

Kunsthandlung Gerstenberger, Chemnitz, 8.12.1942;Privatsammlung, Bayern.

After moving to Klausen in the Eisack Valley in 1896, the ducks in the pond
of his father-in-law, an innkeeper, became the artist's daily objects of
contemplation. They became the central motif of his work. Observing the
animals in their natural environment offered him insight into ever new, subtle
nuances of colour and lighting, reflections on the water and fluffed plumage,
atmospheric effects. He captures the fleeting, changeable nature of his
observations in various media, but especially in pastel chalk, which allows
him to work quickly in front of the object. In this composition in oil, which
he varied several times, he shows eight ducks swimming close together in
shallow water. The surface of the water reflects the setting sunset.



