
Balthasar Denner
A Pair: Portrait of an old woman - Portrait of an old man

Lot 20



Low estimate : € 4,000

High estimate : € 5,000

Buyers premium incl. VAT : 32 %



Artist
Balthasar Denner

Additional description
Öl auf Holz (verso mit Querbalken) (1). (Um 1721) bzw. (um 1726). 38 x
31,6 cm und 37,5 x 31,6 cm. Jeweils gerahmt.

Period
(1685 Altona – Rostock 1749)

Technique
Gemälde

Provenance
Privatbesitz, Süddeutschland.

Balthasar Denner began his artistic career as a miniature painter, but later
focussed primarily on the depiction of mostly anonymous character heads -
so-called tronies. With his fine painting technique, he succeeded in capturing
the physiognomic traces of age with exceptional precision - for example in
the depiction of the fine, branching wrinkles around the eyes and mouth.
There are several versions of both compositions in his own hand, which go
back to two paintings that were purchased directly from the artist by the
Austrian Emperor Charles VI in 1721 for the exceptionally high sum of 600
ducats. Today, these works can be found in the Picture Gallery of the
Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna (inv. nos. 675 and 676). Another version
of the old woman with a fur-trimmed coat was auctioned at Sotheby's in New
York on 4 July 2013 (lot 239) for GBP 22,000.


