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Artist
Fritz Klimsch

1870 Frankfurt/Main- Freiburg im Breisgau 1960

Bronze mit goldbrauner Patina. (1936). Ca. 48,5 x 33 x 55 cm. Auflagenhöhe
unbekannt. Auf der rechten Fußsohle monogrammiert und mit dem
zweiteiligen Gießerstempel "H.NOACK" und "BERLIN".

Further information
Braun 180.

Provenance
Privatsammlung, Süddeutschland;
Ketterer, München 8.12.2012, Los 71;
Sammlung Hans Braun, Baden-Württemberg, bei Vorgenannter erworben.

The ‘Kleine Schauende’ was created by Klimsch in 1936 as a smaller-scale
replica of the 1932 bronze ‘Schauende’ (cf. WVZ Braun 161). The sculptor
designed the figure as a commissioned work for the new open-air swimming
pool in Leverkusen. His client, Carl Duisberg, had been General Director of
the Bayer Works in Leverkusen since 1912 and went down in history as a
significant patron of the arts and sciences. The ‘Kleine Schauende’ is one of
Klimsch’s most popular works. The posture is only slightly altered compared
to the larger sculpture. The figure’s posture is balanced and serene, although
the intricate composition of the intertwined limbs creates a slight tension. It is
precisely this that gives the sculpture its appeal: the act of looking is
integrated into a physicality that emphasises contemplation, not least because
active and passive design features are in equilibrium.


