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Artist
Ernst Ludwig Kirchner

Additional description
Bleistift auf chamoisfarbenem, festem Velin. (1910). Ca. 36 x 28 cm.

Period
(1880 Aschaffenburg - Frauenkirch/Davos 1938)

Technique
Arbeiten auf Papier

Provenance

Nachlass des Kiinstlers, verso mit dem Basler Stempel (Lugt 1570b) und der
handschriftlichen Registriernummer ,,.B Dre/Bg 139 sowie den Vermerken
K 2656%, ,,C 2728%; Galerie Roman Norbert Ketterer, Campione d'Italia;
Galerie Wolfgang Ketterer, Miinchen; Galerie Meyer-Ellinger,
Frankfurt/Main; Privatbesitz, Miinchen, 2001 bei Vorgenannter erworben.

The present drawing exemplifies the high point of the Dresden phase of the
artists' group "Die Briicke". During this period, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner and
his companions sought spontaneous and direct expression, often inspired by
African and Oceanic art, which they studied at the Dresden Ethnological
Museum.

The exploration of the human figure in the interior, often in the studio, was a
central theme. They often worked in group sessions, the so-called "quarter-
hour nudes", in which the models were captured in short, changing poses.
This encouraged a spontaneous, impulsive approach that emphasised the
energy and immediacy of the moment.

Kirchner captures the moment of two naked female nudes facing each other
with powerful, searching lines and a reduction to the essentials. The
depiction of the body is simplified and outlined in order to achieve a greater
expressive effect.

This work is documented in the Ernst Ludwig Kirchner Archive,
Wichtrach/Bern.

Exhibition: Ernst Ludwig Kirchner. Paintings, Watercolours, Drawings, Prints,
Galerie Wolfgang Ketterer, Munich 1985, cat. no. 157, b/w illus.;
Expressionist Sculpture, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art and Niigata
Prefectural Museum of Art/Japan 1995/96, cat. no. 85, illus.



